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Other local reporters chased the Gold-
schmidt and Adams stories, but Jaquiss
landed them. “There is about Nigel a dog-
gedness and a fearlessness,” savs Wil-
lamette Week editor Mark Zusman. “He
won't quit just because he's been deterred
once or twice or three times,”

Jagquiss spent eighteen months work-
ing on the Sam Adams story. At each
dead end, he returned to the fat folder
on his desk and reexamined every naote,
every scrap, looking for the next link. For
instance, when he learned that a source
known only as “John” once lived in a Pearl
District apartment overlooking a piano
store, he canvassed the neighborhood
until he found the building; using public
records, he called tenants until he found
the source. “The truth never really goes
away,” Jaquiss says. “To some degree, [get-
ting the story] is just a matter of accumu-
lating information and waiting”

It would be inaccurate, though, to cast

The stories that Jaquiss is prondest of in-
clude a 2001 piece on dangerous radon lev-
¢ls at Whitaker Middle School—a piece that
led to the school’s immediate closure; and
the one about the guestionable investment
practices of former Lewis & Clark College
president Michael Mooney, “In my view, the
press’s job is to scrutinize institutions and
individuals in power and ensure they're
upholding the public trust,” Jaquiss says.

His is a critically important worldview
at a time when newspapers are shuttering
investigative units and hemorrhaging staff;
the trend threatens democracy itself given
the press’s historical role as a watchdog that
keeps power in check and the electorate
informed. In some newsrooms and at maga-
zines (including this one; see “Becoming
Sam Adams, " January 2009), it's entirely
possible for writers to be fazed by promise
and power, to overlook the obligation to
scrutinize, As journalist and Portland Confi-
dential author Phil Stanford says of Jaquiss,
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Jaquiss as a muckraker looking for the next
sex scandal, although that’s how some of
his detractors and competitors choose to

see him. (*Migel has built quite a reputation
with sex-scandal stories, and deservedly so.

He is dogged and very good at that genre,”
Oregonian editor Sandy Rowe recently
sniped to Newsweek in a story about how
Taquiss scooped his nationally landed and
far more heavily financed competitor.

“Unlike so many reporters, he's not overly
impressed with people in power”

Which puts Jaquiss in a unique position
to answer the following question:

Is there such thing as an honest politi-
clan? Jaguiss starts to speak, then stops,
“Sure, | think there arve ... T remain aware
that there’s a lot that’s good out there,” he
finally savs. “It’s just not what I report on.”

Lucky for us all.
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Live the High Life for Less
DURING THIS economic downturn, you can
still live well. We suggest four ways to indulge
even as you nurture the next wave of Portland-
grown talent. By taking a chance on practitio-
ners who are still learning thelr trades, you'll
be banking karma as a kind of one-person WRA

program. BY KRISTEM HALL-GEISLER

22 | MARZODD | PORTLAMDMONTHLY MAG.COM

ENJOY The Port-
land State University
Opera, whose produc-
tion of Cosl fan tutte
took second place ata
2007 Mational Opera
Association competi-
tion, puts an full-scale
productions at the
Clark Farnily Audi-
torium of St. Mary's
Academy (the Lincoln
Performance Hall is
closed for renovation).
This spring, catch Ver-
di's Falstaff, a comedy
bpased on the Shake-
spearean character of
the same name, to be
perfarmed April 13,15,
17, and 19, Ticket prices
range from $12 to $25.
1615 S5W Fifth Ave;
503-725-3307; pdx.
edusmusic/aopera.html

COOK Graduates of
the Le Cordan Eleu
Culinary Arts Program
at the Western Culi-
nary Institute have
gone on to work the
stoves at the Pebble
Beach Resort and In
Bravo TV's Top Chef
competition, but hare
you can catch them
while their talents
are fresh—and cheap.
A five-course dinner
at the school's res-
taurant, Bleu—that
includes, say, rabhit
pate with prosciutto
and pork loin in sweet
potato purée—will
set you back a skinny
$24.95.600 5W 10th
Ave; 503-294-9970;

wiedu

PRIMP Just because
your hank balance
doesn't look pretty
doesn't mean you
can't, While most
Aveda salons charge
$25 to $65 for a cut,
students at Aveda
Institute Portland will
shear your locks for
$10 to $16. If monay
woes have left you
snacking on your nails,
manis and pedis go for
$10 and $15, respec-
tivaly. And lest you
worry about walking
out lacking like Britney
Spears post—clipper
incident, rest assured
that instructors super-
visa all services, 325
MW 13th A
6000, avedapdx.com

ve; 503-294-

HEAL If financial
stress has settled intg
your shoulders, find
some release in Chi-
nese acupuncture,
Oregon College of Oy
ental Medicine offer
Eroup acupunctures, |
where several clients
get their chi realignad
In ane room. Student
provide the service fa
a mere $12, 10547 56
Cherry Blossom Dr;
503-253-3443 x550;

DCOm.edu




