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taging Beauty;

Sure, Oregon has the most wild and scenicrivers in
the country. But we want another one.

FORTY YEARS BGO, on Cctaber 2 when Prediient BYnddn Johnson signed
the Wild and ScenicsRivers Act—a kind of beauty pageant for Mother Nature that
assesses rivers' aesthetie; cultural, and wilderness gqualities and aims to protect :
the most valuable ones (or at least sections of them })—only eight rivers made

the cut, including B4 miles of thEEogue River. Today 165 rivers carry the designa
tion, and 46 of those are in-Oregon, giving us mare than any other state. But we
want more, and we mayjest get our wish. Until recently, only the headwaters and
mouth of thenSERaRivEr were eligible for wild and scenic status because the
Marmot Dam in the middle stretch Blocked the river's natural flow. But with the
blasting of the dam this summer, the entire river could be vp for consideration, OF
caurse, these-areistitl years of wark to do before the Sandy can wear the wild and
scenicsash BUTIE avEntually, it dogs, it will join the nearby Salmon as oneof only i S
3 fewediVoss in the contingntal United States whose entire length is considerad e ;

wild and sceric. Which means if this really weare a beauty pageant; Oregon would e ' it
surElhiave alre‘é.dy claimed the crown. —Kristen Hall-Geisler ;




