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The right ride can rev up a road trip

The road trip is as American as apple pie. Folks in other parts of the
world love their cars, but none of them take on the highway like we
do, from the Country Squire Family Truckster in “National Lampoon’s
Vacation” to the convertible Thelma and Louise drove to freedom.
Some trips are planned to the tiniest detail, thanks to on-board GPS
and Google Maps, while others are spur-of-the-moment escapes

requiring only a backpack and money for gas.

Any car in decent shape can take pretty much any trip at any
time, but there are a few new models that really do certain road trips
justice. All of these cars, SUVs and minivans are 2008 models with
substantial revisions to their earlier incarnations, making them more

excursion-worthy than ever.

FORD ESCAPE HYERID

HARLEY-DAVIDSON ULTRA-CLASSIC ELECTRA GLIDE

#» Experience the purple mountains’ majesty firsthand
when camping in the Grand Tetons with the Ford Escape
hybrid. Ford was first to drop hybrid technology into an
SUV, and its four years of experience shows in the 2008
model. The latest incarnation is comfortable, powerful and
quiet enough at low speeds to not disturb the chipmunlks
— much — on the way to a secluded lakeside campground.
There's enough room in the rear cargo area to keep food

locked away from the bears, and the roof rack adds even
more cargo space to strap down tents and tarps.

¥ This is how the West was really won: steel horses and
one-armed bandits. There are few things as unabashedly
American as a Harley-Davidson Ultra-Classic Electra Glide
in copper-and-black 105th-anniversary trim. This bike has

cruise control, four-speaker Harman/Kardon audio system,
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